
I.  FALSE RELIGION __________________ (7:1-7)

This word from God came on December 18, 518 B.C. — almost
______________ after the night visions.

The question that initiates a divine interrogation: “How should the 
reconstruction of God’s house affect our ______________?” (7:3)

Empty Obedience Comes From:

   - Self-_______. (7:3)

   - Self-_______. (7:5)

   - Self-____________. (7:6)

_______________ obedience
is the expectation of hope.

MAIN 
POINT

HOPE IN GOD’S WORD  \\ ZECH. 7 // 2.28.16

God motivates His people through ________________ and reassurances.

“Empty obedience” or “false religion” is  ________________ obedience without

______________ faith.

II.  FALSE RELIGION _________________ (7:8-14)

Empty Obedience:

   - Doesn’t pay _________________ to God’s word. (7:11a)

   - Doesn’t submit to the __________________ of God’s word. (7:11b-12)

   - Receives God’s ______________. (7:13)

   - Receives God’s ______________. (7:14)

A Call to Spiritual Reformation

   God calls for _____________ hearts.

   God calls for __________________ hearts.

I.  FALSE RELIGION REVEALED (7:1-7)

This word from God came on December 18, 518 B.C. — almost
two years after the night visions.

The question that initiates a divine interrogation: “How should the 
reconstruction of God’s house affect our worship?” (7:3)

Empty Obedience Comes From:

   - Self-rule. (7:3)

   - Self-pity. (7:5)

   - Self-interest. (7:6)

Heartfelt obedience
is the expectation of hope.

MAIN 
POINT

HOPE IN GOD’S WORD  \\ ZECH. 7 // 2.28.16

God motivates His people through rebukes and reassurances.

“Empty obedience” or “false religion” is external obedience without

internal faith.

II.  FALSE RELIGION REWARDED (7:8-14)

Empty Obedience:

   - Doesn’t pay attention to God’s word. (7:11a)

   - Doesn’t submit to the authority of God’s word. (7:11b-12)

   - Receives God’s silence. (7:13)

   - Receives God’s justice. (7:14)

A Call to Spiritual Reformation

   God calls for tender hearts.

   God calls for teachable hearts.



QUESTIONS FOR KIDS

Read Zechariah 7:11-12

1) Who made you? (God)

2) And who decided to give you to your mom and dad? (God) 

3) Now, is God foolish, or wise? (Wise) Is God good or bad? (Good)

4) Ok, so God, who is good and wise, gave you to your mom and dad on purpose, is that 
right? (Yes)

5) Now, how well do you do at listening to your parents? Do you always obey, mostly obey, 
sometimes obey, mostly disobey or always disobey?

6) So we all struggle to listen, uh? (Yes)

7) Did you know that God’s people struggled to listen to God, just you struggle to listen to 
your parents? And God was angry with his people.

8) He said they had hard hearts and stiff necks and they disobeyed him.

9) But did you know that God promised to give his people new hearts? Read Ezekiel 
36:26-27

10) God can give you a new heart through his Holy Spirit, if you turn to trust in him. And 
with your new heart you can listen to and obey mom and dad, AND God also. Let’s pray 
for new hearts for all of us. 

QUESTIONS FOR ADULTS

1) In the intro to the sermon Jordan pointed out that in the next two chapters we will 
see God’s rebuke (ch. 7) and reassurance (ch. 8). The surprising truth is that these two 
motivations come from the same God. We looked at the rebuke in chapter 7. How do you 
normally respond to rebuke from those who are in authority over you? From those who 
love you? How can we change to the way we respond to God’s rebukes?

2) During times of trial, suffering, hardship, affliction, do you see any of the attitudes Jordan 
pointed out self-rule, self-pity and self-interest? Have you ever considered how these 
attitudes might have lead us into the sin, trial or time of difficulty, as they did for the people 
of Judah in Zechariah’s day? What is the way out from under these oppressive attitudes of 
our hearts?

3) Jordan laid out to us some examples of empty obedience in our day (our devotional 
lives, our ministry participation, our approach to gathered worship, etc.). How can we tell if 
we have been overtaken by empty obedience? 

4) Read Ezekiel 14:1-8 and 2 Corinthians 7:10-11. What is the connection between empty 
obedience and idolatry; or If we aren’t obeying God who are we obeying? What does 
repentance look like according 2 Corinthians 7?

5) Let’s say you have noticed that you are not paying attention to God’s word as you ought, 
and further, you have even begun to actively resist God’s word. How might God get your 
attention? How can we overcome intentional hard heartedness? Is there any specific area 
you have stopped paying attention to or begun to resist God’s word?

6)  What tends to distract you or preoccupy your thoughts? What affect has this had on 
your relationship with the Lord? With your family? With your brothers and sisters in Christ? 
Unbelievers?

7) God tells these people that he will stop calling out to them if they refuse to hear him, 
and that he will in turn refuse to hear them when they call our to God. Are you in danger 
of exhausting God’s willingness to call or listen to your cries? Think about God’s mercy no 
longer being extended, which one day will happen, what emotion does that create in you?

QUESTIONS FOR ADULTS

8) We are to have tender and teachable hearts if would avoid the rebukes of God that we 
see in Zechariah 7. Is there evidence of a tender and teachable heart in your life? If you can’t 
find any, ask your spouse, kids, family, and coworkers. What would they say? 

9) What does Zechariah 7 teach us about God’s Character? What words do we need to 
listen to? What promises do we need to live by?


