
“The Life & Legacy of Martin Luther” 
God’s word says knowing ________________ is necessary for glorifying God and 
growing in godliness. (cf.  Deut. 7:18, 8:2; Psa. 77:11, 106:7; Eph. 2:11-12 ; 2 Peter 1:12; 
2 Pet. 1:13, 3:1-2)

Luther’s Lessons on How to Reform a Church

#1: See the ____________ of the gospel.

  - A tender, serious conscience about religion is a terrible thing _____________.

  - Luther’s great discovery was __________________________________.

  - For Luther, justification was the greatest gospel _________.

#2: Stand on the _____________________ of Scripture. 

     “I did nothing, ________________ did everything.” - Luther

#3: Devote yourself to the power of ________________.

     “To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be __________
     

     without __________________.” - Luther

#4: Live in the way of ________________________.

  - Luther said every Christian must be a “theologian ____________________.”

  - It’s only in the crucible of ___________________ that we can truly know our 
    God and ourselves. 

“Who would have divined that I would receive a Bachelor’s and then a Master’s of Arts, then lay aside 
my student’s cap and leave it to others in order to become a monk . . . and that despite all I would get 

in the pope’s hair—and he in mine—and take a runaway nun for my wife? 

Who would have predicted this for me?” - Luther

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1) “God’s word says knowing history is necessary for glorifying God and growing in 
godliness.” What are some instances when God commanded his people to remember 
certain things from the past? Why is knowing church history important for glorifying 
God and growing godliness? What dangers do we face if we don’t remember history?

2) We saw that Luther had a very serious outlook on sin, and was tender in his 
conscience. Are you more similar or dissimilar to Luther in this way? Is there a “right” 
way to be?

3) Luther in many ways never recovered from his discovery of the biblical view of 
justification (Rom. 1:16-17). How is it that we can grow in our wonder that we have 
been made right with God? Or, how do we continue to find joy in the gospel?

4) Luther’s prayer life was in one sense legendary, and in another completely ordinary. 
What is one thing you can do this week to grow in your practice of prayer? 

5) Luther said every Christian must be a “theologian of the cross”. By that he meant 
we must live in weakness to truly know God. In what ways are we tempted to rebel 
against this  message? What’s the link between prayer and weakness? How can history, 
especially biography help us in these two areas (prayer and weakness/suffering in the 
Christian life)?


