
I.  A VISION _____ GOD (28)

- Jacob saw a _______________ connecting heaven and earth. (28:12; cf Jn. 1:51)

       God often comes to His people when they are at their _____________.
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Our God is the Lord of ______________.MAIN POINT

A key question is: “What transforms Jacob’s scheming weakness 
into ________________ strength?”

“
II.  A FAMILY _______ GOD (29-31)

-In Laban Jacob met his match and his means of __________________.

       God’s work is far more effective than human _______________.

III.  A CONTEST ______ GOD (32-33)

       Human __________ counts for nothing in an encounter with God.

- “Israel” literally means something like ________________. (30:28)

- Jacob finds out Esau did not come for ______ but to reconcile and to ________
their friendship. (33:1-20)

Truths about God’s Blessing

   1) God’s blessing comes from sovereign grace.

 - God _____________ His people’s self-sufficiency. 

   2) God’s blessing calls for patient _________________. 

 - God blesses His people’s __________________.

“

“
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Main Point of the Sermon: Our God is the Lord of blessing.

1) In Genesis 28:10-22, Jacob sees the stairway to heaven. Compare and 
contrast this scene with the Tower of Babel. What are the main differences 
between the approaches to Heaven?

2) During Jacob’s time with his uncle Laban he is deceived and tricked. How 
should we understand this deceit in Jacob’s life? Is it payback for his own 
trickery? Is it God’s wrath against him? Is it God’s grace to him?

3) In chapter 28 Jacob says he will follow the Lord if He will provide for 
Jacob’s needs (28:20-22). He names the place Bethel, which means House of 
God. In chapter 32:22-32, Jacob meets God face to face and wrestles with 
him and receives a blessing. He names that place The Face of God. What is 
different about these two encounters with God? Think about Jacob, and his 
approach to the Lord. How might we think of these two places in our own 
pursuit of the Lord? Which place are you traveling toward?

4) Isn’t it anti-American to say that God cripples self-sufficiency? How is this 
a gift of his sovereign grace?

5) Isn’t it impossible in today’s world to commend patience in suffering, indeed 
to wait for anything? Isn’t having to wait the opposite of God’s blessing?  What 
if we are patient and prayerful in suffering but don’t receive that for which we 
have waited, what is the reward then?


