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I.  LOVE BECAUSE OF WHO GOD IS (4:7-8)

    - Love for the people of God proves genuine _______________ 
      of God. (4:7)

     - To say “God is love” is to say “all God’s ____________ is loving.” (4:8)

An authentic church is a community of 
God__________, Christ-__________
love for one another.

MAIN 
POINT

Sound ___________ is meaningless if it doesn’t fuel sound __________.

II.  LOVE BECAUSE OF WHAT ___________ (4:9-11)

2 Truths About God’s Love

     1) God’s love is a _______________ love.
     2) God’s love is a _______________ love.

	 -	“Propitiation	is	a	sacrifice	that	satisfies	divine	___________.

     - Love for one another is the _________________ of everyone who 
       know God’s love.

III.  LOVE BECAUSE OF WHAT ______________ (4:12)

     - A church’s love for one another makes God’s love ______________.

Authentic Churches Faithful to John’s Command of Love . . .

     1) _______ in the depths of God’s love.
     2) Show the _____________ of God’s love.
         - To love like God means to love proactively and ______________.
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MAIN POINT:  An authentic church is a community of God-shaped, Christ-
exalting love for one another.
DIVISIONS: 1) Love Because of Who God Is, 2) Love Because of What 
God Did, 3) Love Because of What God is Doing

Discussion Questions

1) We cannot separate out God’s character into parts that function 
independently of one another.  For example we cannot separate God’s 
love	from	his	wrath,	or	judgment.	Ultimately	we	see	this	in	the	crucifixion,	
but where else in scripture do we see this reality of the simplicity of God 
(i.e. “God is all-light and all-love all the time”)?

2) How do we see God’s love most clearly? How should we respond to 
God’ love? Have you made the correct response to God’s love? How can 
you know?

3) How is it that if we diminish or try to hide the wrath of God we 1) 
make light of sin, 2) rob majesty from Jesus’ work of propitiation, and 3) 
steal glory from God?

4) What are steps you can take to swim more deeply in God love?

5) Who do you need to love more proactively and persistently? What do 
you need to do about it?

6) BONUS QUESTION: This is from John Piper, “Do you feel more 
loved by God when he makes much of you, or when he frees you up to 
make much of Him?”


