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I.  _____________ IN GOD (4:13-15)

    Ground of Assurance #1: We have God’s __________. (4:13)
 

 Only the sovereign Spirit of God can lead a person to believe in 

 the sovereign _______ of God.

     Ground of Assurance #2: We believe God’s _________. (4:14-15)

A church abiding in ______________ is a
church of ________ power.

“
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II.  _____________ LIKE GOD (4:16-21)

 The more you grow in God’s love the less you walk in

 in man’s _______.
    

     Ground of Assurance #3: We ________ God’s love. (4:16-18)

     - Love for the family of God is an ordinary ____________
       for anyone who has experienced the love of God. (4:19)

     Ground of Assurance #4: We ________ God’s people. (4:19-21)

 “Assurance is the beauty and apex of a Christian’s

  ________________ in this life.” —Thomas Brooks

Abiding in Assurance Brings . . .

 1) Growing _______________ on God.

 2) Deepening ________________ in Christ.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Main Point of the Sermon: A church abiding in assurance is a church of 
loving power.
Divisions: Living in God (4:13-15), Loving Like God (4:16-21)

1) Gardening illustrations of the Christian life are uniquely helpful. The main 
reason is that in our spiritual life just as in gardening there are things we 
can work hard at and do well and even correctly, but the end result is not 
ultimately in our hands. Weather, ground conditions, sunlight, etc. all conspire 
to bring forth fruit. But we still have to “garden” in order to see any fruit.

      a. Are you actively working to root your life in Christ (i.e. abide in him)? 
      b. What hindrances do you find to doing this well?
      c. What is the way forward to abiding with Christ more nearly, constantly? 

2) “Only a sovereign Spirit of God can lead a person to believe in the sovereign 
Son of God.”  How do we know we have the Spirit of God?

3) How do we know that God loves us? How do we come to trust that God 
loves us? How are you doing at knowing and trusting God’s love for you?

4) How do we as brothers and sisters in Christ show love for one another? 
John tells us we should but what does he have in mind that would prove that 
we actually do love each other?

5) The final thoughts from the sermon where about growing in our reliance 
upon God and our confidence in Christ. Spend some time reading through 
Hebrews 11 thinking about how each person exhibits reliance and confidence.  
Where do you most need a growing reliance upon God? A deepening 
confidence in Christ?


