
“The Love of Abiding” / 1 John 3:11-24 / February 28, 2015

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Main Point of the Sermon: True Christians know God’s love and love 
one another.
Divisions: The Message of Love (3:11-15), The Practice of Love (3:16-
18), The Confidence from Love (3:19-24)

1) John in his typical black and white worldview contrasts loving our 
brothers and sisters and hating them. What is the fruit of loving our 
brothers (v. 13-14)? What is the fruit of hating them (v. 15)? 

2) John refers to Cain as a negative example for us. What was it that 
caused Cain to murder Able?  How can defend our own hearts and the 
body of IDC from the same types of sin? (Mark  specifically mentioned 
jealousy and envy in the message, and subtle comparisons we can make  
with our brothers and sisters)

3) Last week Jordan challenged us by saying “We are in a sad state if we 
are not amazed by God’s love.” This week Mark said we cannot know 
anything but a cheap imitation of love if we do not  know Christ and 
his love for us. Read through Ephesians 3:14-21 and spend some time 
meditating on this amazing love.

4) How can we love like this in deed and in truth? What does it mean to 
love in truth? (think back to Mark’s exhortations about what it means 
to have an open heart to our brothers and sisters)

5) In verses 19-22 John talks about our hearts condemning us (related 
to how well we love) and how God is greater than our hearts. What is 
our hope if we have failed to obey the commandment we have heard 
from the beginning? (v. 23) What is the promise or incentive we have 
been given to strive to love our brothers? (v. 24)


