
“The Light of Eternity” / 1 John 2:15-17 / February 7, 2015

I.  YOU CAN’T LOVE THE WORLD & LOVE ____________  (2:15-16)
 

2 Ways to Understand Loving the World

    1) Loving the world as the ______ love of redemption. (cf. Jn. 3:16)

     2) Loving the world as the selfish love of ________________. (1 John 2:15)
 

 “The world is the devil’s _____________.” (cf. 1 John 5:19)

 Worldliness is the gratification and exaltation of self to the 
 

 _____________ of God. (1 John 2:16)

MAIN POINT: Authentic faith is the ______________ of God
    above all else.

The greatest challenge facing American evangelicalism is not persecution 
from the world, but _____________ by the world. - Mahaney“

II.  YOU CAN’T LOVE THE WORLD & LIVE ___________  (2:17)

      - Spirit-wrought _____________ is the great seal of salvation 
        and gives assurance of life everlasting.

 He overcame so that we might _______________. (1 John 5:4)

A church in love with the Father is one that treasures:

 1) the ________ of piety.
 2) the joy of ___________.
 3) the _______ of eternity.

“
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Main Point of the Sermon: Authentic faith is the treasuring of God 
above all else.
Divisions: You Can’t Love the World and Love the Father (2:15-16), 
You Can’t Love the World and Live Forever (2:17)

1) Discuss this quote from CJ Mahaney: “The greatest challenge facing 
American evangelicalism is not persecution from the world, but 
seduction by the world.”

2) What is John’s command in the text? His warning? His promise? 
What does God intend to do through His commands? His warnings? 
His promises?

3) How does John describe worldliness in 2:15-16? (You may want to 
consider discussion on Jordan’s definition based on 2:16: “Worldliness 
is the gratification and exaltation of self to the exclusion of God?”)

4) What are you tempted to love more than God? How can we 
overcome the world (cf. 1 John 5:4-5)?

5) Jordan concluded the sermon by giving three things a church in love 
with the Father should increasingly treasure. How to we grow in these 
areas?
 - the delight of piety
 - the joy of humility
 - the hope of eternity.


